Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 294 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.036; wR factor = 0.121; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.9.
In the structure of the title compound, [V(C 5 H 7 O 2 ) 2 O-(C 18 H 15 OP)], the V atom adopts a slightly distorted octahedral geometry with its coordination completed by four O atoms of two acetylacetonate (acac) ligands, one oxo group and one O atom of the triphenylphosphine oxide (OPPh 3 ) ligand. (6) Å, Rübenstahl et al., 1993) .
Related literature
The presence of OPPh 3 ligand in the compound was unexpected since the original reactant was PPh 3 . It has been shown in earlier studies that some metal oxo-complexes might react with PPh 3 to give rise to OPPh 3 due to their catalytic and redox properties (Scott et al., 1992; Zhu et al., 1996; Mévellec et al., 2001) . Thus, it was speculated that PPh 3 was oxidized to OPPh 3 by oxovanadium complex in this experiment.
Experimental
The title compound was obtained unintentionally when we attempted to synthesize vanadium coordination complexes containing 3,5-pyrazoledicarboxylato ligand (H 3 pdc). To the mixture of H 3 pdc (0.5 mmol), NaOH (1 mmol) and VO(acac) 2 (0.5 mmol) in 10 ml H 2 O was added a CHCl 3 solution (5 ml) of PPh 3 (0.25 mmol). The resulting solution was allowed to stand at room temperature for six weeks to deposit green crystals of X-ray quality.
Refinement
H atoms bound to C atoms were located by geometry, and their positions and thermal parameters were constrained to ride on their parent atoms during the structure refinement. 
